Dear Families, Elders, Parishioners & Friends,
Yaarri yarraang (good-bye for now) and Giinagay (hello in 2023),
Yaam naarra junaa yaarri yarraang ngujawiny (It’s sad to say good-bye to you mob).
This week it was announced that I will be the Acting Principal of St Francis Xavier,
Woolgoolga. I will be taking up this new position as early as next week. At this stage,
the plan is for me to return to St Mary’s at the commencement of the 2023 school
year.
I would like to take the opportunity to express my sincerest gratitude to the entire
school community for the amazing support I have received over the past four and a
half years. This week I have been truly humbled by all the congratulations and best
wishes for my move to another school that is closer to my family home.
I have learnt so much from the students and their families, staff and wider
community members since my arrival in 2017. I leave knowing that I have grown as a
teacher and leader. In fact, I will be moving into my new role feeling a far more
accomplished Principal thanks to St Mary’s.
Throughout the week I have fluctuated between bouts of happiness and sadness.
Knowing that our precious students have made so much progress with their learning
during my time at St Mary’s brings an overwhelming sense of happiness. Seeing their
look of disappointment that I am leaving certainly brings a welling up of emotions. In
some ways it has been a tough week.
Finally, I would like to sincerely congratulate Ms Nadine Slingsby on her appointment
as the Acting Principal in my absence. I could not have wished for a more passionate,
competent and motivated person to lead our special school community. I leave
knowing that the school is in good hands and our three key words - Safe, Happy,
Learning will continue to drive the school forward in ensuring every student will enjoy
the fullness of life at St Mary’s.
Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

