Principal’s Message

Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,
Welcome to our first school newsletter for 2021! The school newsletter is a very important way of communicating with families and the
wider community. School newsletters are published and distributed on
Fridays every three weeks - Weeks 3, 6 and 9. The eldest child in the
family will be given the responsibility of taking the school newsletter
home. So please check in with your children. If you would like the
school newsletter emailed out please contact George in the Office.

Our students have settled well into their new classes. However, if
your child is expressing any difficulties at home about being back at
school please immediately contact their class teacher for a meeting.
Also, there is an expectation that teachers will regularly contact families to foster a positive partnership as well as develop good lines of
communication.
A huge welcome to our newest staff member Mrs Kathryn Sheridan
who will be working as a Teacher Assistant two days a week - Thursdays and Fridays. It would be wonderful if everyone could reach out to
our new enrolments and their families to make them feel welcomed.
Our new enrolments are:
 Aliyana Buchanan - Kinder
 Joe Duncan - Kinder
 Bradley Walker - Kinder
 Edward Weldon - Kinder
 Byrlee Widders - Kinder
Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

Upcoming Events
I think it would be fair to say that schools are incredibly busy places. Keeping up with everything is nearly a full time job in itself. Luckily, the Date
Claimers do make life a little easier.

Date

Day

Event

13/2/21 Saturday

National Apology Day

17/2/21 Wednesday

9.30 -10.00
Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church
Everyone is welcome to attend.
ASH WEDNESDAY - a Holy Day of Obligation.
FIRST DAY OF LENT

24/2/21 Wednesday

10.00 -10.30
Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church
Everyone is welcome to attend.

1/3/21

Monday

Whole school Art Expo
(More details to be shared)

2/3/21

Tuesday

Meet the Teacher Afternoon.
3.15 to 4.00
Mrs Sheather & Miss Tisdell
4.00 to 4.45
Mrs Smith & Mr Pascoe

3/3/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30
Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church
Everyone is welcome to attend.

5/3/21

Friday

School Cross Country

We are seeking…..
Any unwanted
Newspapers,
Magazines, and
Chess Boards
These will be used in our
classrooms. To be dropped
off in the Office please.
Many thanks.

Well done to St Mary’s Little Athletics Stars!
In January, 3 of our students went to Tamworth for the Little A’s
State Qualifying Meet. All three of these Superstars did exceptionally well.
Sonny Draper— 2nd in the 100m (A PB!), 1st in the 400m (Another PB!),
and 4th in the Long Jump (Another PB!)
Lily Kennedy—
(Another PB!)

Shot Put (A PB!), Long Jump (Another PB!), 70m

Makayla Etherden— 5th in the 200m (PB), 2nd in the 400m (PB), 9th in
the 100m (Final), 7th in the 70m (Another PB!)

School Bus Expectations
Please contact the Office before 2.00 pm if there is a change to your
child’s afternoon travel arrangements. In an event of emergency or a sudden change in travel arrangements please contact Uncle Dean on his mobile
- 0484 870 574 (this is a new number). Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.
To ensure maximum safety on the School Bus there are four simple rules
that must be adhered to at all times. These are:
 No eating or drinking
 Stay in your seat & wear a seatbelt
 Quiet voices
 Follow instructions from an adult
Please note, if a student is unsafe on the School Bus they will not be allowed to make use of this service for an extended period of time. Safety is
paramount at all times!

Meet the Teacher Afternoon.
“Meet the Teacher” Afternoon
In an effort to ensure quality parent partnerships
we will be holding a “Meet the Teacher Afternoon”
for parents to come to the school to hear what is
happening in each of the classrooms. It is vitally important that there is a good working relationship between home and school if a student is to make positive progress with
their learning. Please refer to the Date Claimers for the day and times.
Please note, child minding will be provided so parents can have adulttime with the teachers.
2021 Class Names
The four classes will be named Gumbaynggirr animals.
Teacher

Year Levels

Animal

Name

Mrs Sheather

Kinder & 1

Frogs

Jaraan-biin

Miss Tisdell

2&3

Wombats

Gumbaany-biin

Mrs Smith

3&4

Koalas

Dunggiirr-biin

Mr Pascoe

5&6

Dolphins

Yugiirr-biin

A very warm St Mary’s welcome to our two newest Staff Members.
Welcome to Kathryn Sheridan who will be working this year as
Teacher Assistant in the 2/3 Classroom. Kathryn brings a wealth
of knowledge and experience to the St
Mary’s Team.
Welcome to Tanya Scott who will be working
this year as the Release from Face to face
teacher. Tanya will be bringing her skills and
expertise in teaching Science and Creative
and Performing Arts across K-6.
We are very fortunate to welcome these two experienced
Educators to the team.

For our whole school writing sample this term, every class
participated in a trip to the park. This little excursion has
been used as a stimulus for K-6 writing this week.

Inaugural Student Leadership Team
This year we will have a Student Leadership
Team within the school. The purpose of the
Student Leadership Team is to ensure
“student voice” in how the school operates. It will also encourage our
Year 6 students to grow as leaders, to be good role models for younger
learners as well as to take on extra responsibilities within the school. A
huge congratulations to:
 Carmalia Jarrett
 Thomas Leece
 Charlotte Skelton
 Shannon Stadhams
 Mathew Taylor
COVID-19 School Safety Rules
Until further notice our COVID-19 school safety rules will remain in
place.
 Families are to drop off and pick up their children from the COLA.
 Thorough hand washing for 20 seconds with soap as well as using
hand sanitiser.
 Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.
 Using and correctly disposing of tissues.
 Adults social distancing at all times .
 If you are unwell do not attend school, seek medical advice and
have a COVID-19 test.
 Students are to use drink bottles.

Mr Niethe on Long Service Leave
Mr Niethe will be on Long Service Leave from Monday 22/2/21 to Friday
26/2/21.
The school will be in the very capable hands of our Assistant Principal Mrs
Nadine Slingsby.

Wednesday Cook Ups!
Each Wednesday a small group of students will prepare and cook a fantastic lunch for the students of
St Mary’s with Miss Sam and Miss Nadine. Keep a
look out for the wonderful feasts being prepared!

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should be
examined and treated if infested. Clothing and bedding

Signs and symptoms of
Threadworm
Symptoms of threadworm infection may include an
itchy bottom, irritability and behavioural changes, but
most people have no symptoms.

Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is given
to the infected person and each family member at the
same time. You can buy worm treatment from
pharmacies, without a prescription. It is not necessary
to treat children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.

Prevention

should be washed in hot water.



Exclusion of people with worms from childcare,
preschool, school and work is usually not
necessary. If there are loose bowel motions,
exclusion should be for 24 hours after the
diarrhoea has ceased.



Make sure children wash their hands after
using the toilet and before eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment for
infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily for
several days after treatment. Normal hot water
washing of clothes and bed linen will kill
threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a pink ring.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has begun.
How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up with pus
and become crusted; usually on the face, hands or scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores should be
covered with watertight dressings.
How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

