Term 4 Week 6

Principal’s Message

Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,
This school year is rapidly drawing to a close with only four more weeks of learning left for our
students. There is still much to be completed before we wave 2020 good-bye and move into a well
deserved Summer vacation. In an effort to ensure a smooth transition for all of our students after the
extended break I have listed the 2021 staff so families can scaffold their children. Also, this year we will
be trialing a new transitional strategy for our students who are returning to St Mary’s next year. They
will be given the opportunity to participate in a learning session with their new teacher and
classmates. It is hoped that this transitional strategy will ease any anxiety about commencing the new
school year as well as “kicking starting” those all important class relationships with their new teacher
and peers.
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Warren Niethe

Principal

Clarice Greenup

Indigenous Education Worker

Nadine Slingsby

Assistant Principal

Mark Smith

Indigenous Education Worker

Jessica Sheather

Teacher Kinder & Year 1

Brenda Buchanan Indigenous Education Worker

Sarah Jennings

Teacher Years 2 & 3

Melissa Kemp

Kelly Smith

Teacher Years 3 & 4

Child and Family Support
Worker

Jessica Clarke

Speech Pathologist

Troy Pascoe

Teacher Years 5 & 6

Tanya Scott

Providing Teacher
Release from
Face -to -Face

Kathleen Vigors

Occupational Therapist

Nita Smart

Admin Assistant

Dean Buchanan

Bus Driver & Grounds
Maintenance

Janice Stuart

Cleaner

Dallis Welsh

Technical Officer

Maria Miles

Instructional Leader

Samantha Kennedy

School Support Worker

Michelle Rogerson

Teacher Assistant

Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

Upcoming Events
List below are upcoming events for Term 4. Even though families are unable to attend
these events due to the COVID-19 safety guidelines, it is still important families are
kept informed of the wonderful learning activities as well as the extracurricular
activities that are taking place. Also, photographs of some of these events will be
posted on the St Mary’s FaceBook page. Please, take the time to talk with your children
about what is happening at school.

Date

Day

Event

25/11/20

Wednesday Last day for the “End of Year Gathering” RSPVs to be returned to the Office.

25/11/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

25/11/20

Wednesday 8.45 - 11.15 2021 Kindergarten Transition

27/11/20

Friday

02/12/20

Wednesday Walk to school Wednesday

02/12/20

Wednesday 9.30 - 10.00 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church

03/11/20

Thursday

Whole School Excursion - Bellingen Pool

04/12/20

Friday

Whole transition session - meeting your 2021 class mates & teacher

08/12/20

Tuesday

10.00 am End of Year & Year 6 Graduation Mass

09/12/20

Wednesday SEMESTER 2 REPORTS sent to families

11/12/20

Friday

16/12/20

Wednesday LAST DAY TERM 4 - STUDENTS

17/12/20

Thursday

Families who will be able to attend this year’s “End of Year Gathering” will be
notified in writing as well as by phone.

Awards Ceremony, Year 6 Farewell & Christmas Concert

LAST DAY TERM 4 - STAFF

“End of Year Gathering” Attendance Restrictions
On Wednesday invitations and RSVPs were sent out to families. If your family did not receive an
invitation and RSVP please contact the Office ASAP. Again, I would like to highlight that not everyone
will be able to attend due to COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions in relation to the number of people
able to be in the School Hall at any one time. First priority will be given to our three Year 6 families for
obvious reasons. Thereafter, other families will be placed in a ballot to decide who can attend. All
families will be notified of the outcome of the ballot next Friday. Unfortunately, due to our limited ICT
capabilities this event will not be recorded, uploaded or live streamed. Thank you for your support,
patience and understanding in this very unprecedented year.

COVID-19 School Safety Rules


Families are to drop off and pick up their children from the COLA. Please note this change!



Thorough hand washing 20 seconds with soap as well as using hand sanitiser.



Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.



Using and correctly disposing of tissues.



Adults Social distancing at all times - in staffroom, classrooms, COLA, playground, etc



If you are unwell do not attend school and seek medical advice.



Students are to use drink bottles.
Warning - All Adults Entering The School !

All adults entering the school apart from staff and parents dropping off and picking up must
immediately report to the Office. Adults will have their temperature taken by George, asked to sign a
COVID-19 declaration as well as sanitising their hands. Permission from the Principal must be given
before leaving the Office. Thank you for your cooperation to ensure these procedures are strictly
adhered to.

MASS TIMES
Saturdays:

Best Wishes

6pm Vigil – Nambucca (1st to 4th Sundays)

For Students and Staff Celebrating

6pm Vigil - Macksville (5th Sunday only)
(5pm during winter)

Birthdays in November

Sundays:

29th Rowan Hall

8am - Macksville (1st to 4th Sundays)

Birthdays in December

8am - Nambucca (5th Sunday only)
9.30am - Bowraville (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of

1st Carmalia Jarrett

month)

1st Thomas Leece

10.00am - Taylor’s Arm (2nd and 4th Sundays of

5th Shayarnika Prince

month)

15th Archie Duncan

Wednesday:
9.30am - Bowraville

Holly

Ross, Troy and Odin

26th Miah Taylor

Kaden and Lleyton

Holly, Taj, Isabella, Charlotte,
Djharna, Isaac, Reyon, Ciara and Stanley

Curious Creatures, Wild Minds
Last week we celebrated Book Week at St Mary's!
We saw so many amazing costumes and fabulous book characters.

We started the day with a parade downtown to showcase our love of books and share this love with
our community. On the way we saw many families and friends. When we returned to school we
listened to some quality picture books before our curious luncheon! Miss Sam and Miss Maria put on
a wonderful spread of interesting and tantalising dishes. We finished the week with a guessing game.
Students had to guess which staff members owned the curious creatures. It was a fun investigation
and everyone used their fantastic detective skills. The winners were Shyne Gordon and Mrs
Jennings!
Thank you to everyone that participated and made it a wild Book Week!

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should be
examined and treated if infested. Clothing and bedding

Signs and symptoms of
Threadworm
Symptoms of threadworm infection may include an
itchy bottom, irritability and behavioural changes, but
most people have no symptoms.

Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is given
to the infected person and each family member at the
same time. You can buy worm treatment from
pharmacies, without a prescription. It is not necessary
to treat children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.

Prevention

should be washed in hot water.



Exclusion of people with worms from childcare,
preschool, school and work is usually not
necessary. If there are loose bowel motions,
exclusion should be for 24 hours after the
diarrhoea has ceased.



Make sure children wash their hands after
using the toilet and before eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment for
infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily for
several days after treatment. Normal hot water
washing of clothes and bed linen will kill
threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a pink ring.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has begun.
How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up with pus
and become crusted; usually on the face, hands or scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores should be
covered with watertight dressings.
How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

