Term 4 Week 6

Acting Principal’s Message
Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,

It is hard to believe that we are wrapping up Week 6!
What a wonderful term we have had so far, with many rich learning opportunities for our students. I would
like to take this opportunity to acknowledge our amazing teachers. They have had a year of being flexible, of
changing plans quickly and with very short notice, and missing their students. I feel so blessed to work every
day with a team of great professionals.
Previously a note has been shared with families about updated restrictions. Fully vaccinated parents and
carers will be allowed to come into St Mary’s to support learning, student wellbeing activities and school
operations (reading groups, assisting in the classroom, etc). Please ensure if you are coming on site you
check in at the Office. Moving in to 2022 we are hopeful there will be more freedoms as restrictions start to
ease.
St Mary’s has a Covid Response plan in place in the event that there is a positive case in our school
community. Could I ask that all families have provided us with their most recent contact number, in the case
we need to contact all families.
Semester 2 reports will be sent home in Week 8. These will be different to previous years – with comments
only to reflect your child’s learning and growth over Semester 2. Given the nature of Semester 2 and the
interruptions due to Covid-19, the Catholic Schools Office recommended that reports be adjusted to reflect
this. As always, please book in a time with your child’s teacher if you would like to discuss any learning from
Semester 2.
With a little over 4 weeks until the end of the year, the weeks are filling up quickly! It will be a busy end to
the year, with a few changes coming in 2022. Watch this space - Lots to be excited about!
As always, my door is always open or the phone close by should you wish to discuss anything with me.

Kind Regards,
Nadine Slingsby
(Acting Principal)

2022 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN
In our community word of mouth is one of the most effective forms of advertising. With this in mind, it
would be greatly appreciated if everyone could spread the word that St Mary’s is now taking enrolments for
next year. If someone is wanting their child to attend our school please ask them to contact the Office for an
enrolment package.

From 8 November (Week 6):
All schools will operate on updated Level 3 settings for the rest of Term 4, with additional activities allowed in a COVIDsafe manner.

Parents and carers onsite to support school operations
Fully vaccinated parents and carers will be allowed onsite to support curriculum delivery, student wellbeing activities and
school operations (for example reading support, canteens etc ).

Assemblies and presentations
Assemblies and presentations will be allowed outdoors on site. Fully vaccinated visitors, including parents and carers are
only allowed to attend if completing a specific role, such as presenting and at the invitation of the school. All visitors
must check in using the school check-in and show proof of vaccination.

Masses Onsite and offsite Masses are permitted from 8 November with the following conditions:


Whole school masses can be celebrated at school if they are held outside, with the priest celebrating the mass
being fully vaccinated.



Classes or cohorts can also attend mass offsite in their local parish if the mass is conducted for the class or cohort
and other parishioners are not in attendance.

Graduations and formals
Graduations and formals will be allowed within cohorts, either on school sites or at external venues. For graduations and
formals held on school sites, fully vaccinated parents and guests may attend at the discretion of the school if there is
sufficient capacity in the venue based on COVID-safe capacity limits (square metre rules). Graduations and formals held
off school sites must comply with any COVID-safe requirements in place for that venue.

Transitions and orientations
Transitions and orientations will be allowed with the following restrictions:


One parent or carer per 2022 Kindergarten child is allowed to bring their child onto the school site for the
orientation. The nominated parent should be agreed in advance of the orientation.



Parents and carers will only be allowed outdoors and will not be in close proximity to other cohorts of students
(unless a child has a special need identified in advance of the visit, in which case a fully vaccinated parent or
carer may accompany their child).



Unvaccinated parents and carers will not be allowed on site on the day.



Children attending with their fully vaccinated Early Childhood Educator will still be required to remain with the
group of children and follow the regulatory standard of 1:10 (or greater) when attending the transition activity.

Excursions and incursions
Excursions will be allowed outdoors and indoors if the class cohort has sole use of the venue. Transportation to and from
venues must maintain class cohorts.

From Term 1 2022:
Our Catholic schools can look forward to more freedom as schools return in 2022. These will be communicated as soon
as possible.

Date Claimers
I think it would be fair to say that schools are incredibly busy places. Keeping up with everything is
nearly a full time job in itself. Luckily, the Date Claimers do make life a little easier.

Date

Day

Event

16/11/21

Tuesday

2022 Kindergarten Orientation. Uncle Baz Fishing Memorial - Yugiirr-Biin 5/6

17/11/21

Wednesday

Uncle Baz Fishing Memorial - Dunggiirr-Biin 3/4

18/11/21

Thursday

Uncle Baz Fishing Memorial - Jaraan-Biin K/1

19/11/21

Friday

Uncle Baz Fishing Memorial - Gambaany-Biin 2/3

23/11/21

Tuesday

Going up Day (Students meet their teachers for 2022)

24/11/21

Wednesday

Walking Wednesday and Breakfast at Galambila

01/12/21

Wednesday

Parent Team Meeting - 5:30pm

03/12/21

Friday

Swimming pool excursion for all students

06/12/21

Monday

School photos - students and staff full school uniform

07/12/21

Tuesday

Year 6 Graduation Mass and Lunch

09/12/21

Tuesday

End of year performance and prize giving

15/12/21

Wednesday

LAST DAY TERM 4 - STUDENTS

MASS TIMES
Saturdays:
5pm Vigil – Nambucca (1st to 4th Sundays)
5pm Vigil - Macksville (5th Sunday only)

Best Wishes

(5pm during winter)

For Students and Staff Celebrating

Sundays:

Birthdays in November

8am - Macksville (1st to 4th Sundays)

6th Lleyton Jarrett-Biles

8am - Nambucca (5th Sunday only)
9.30am - Bowraville

11th Isaac Leece

11.00am - Taylor’s Arm (2nd and 4th Sundays of month)

26th Aliyana Buchanan

Wednesday:

29th Rowan Hall

9.30am - Bowraville

30th Mrs Elsy Barron

Wednesday Parish Mass Attendance
Classes will not be attending the Wednesday Parish
Mass until further notice due to current COVID
restrictions that are currently in place.

Socktober is, first and foremost, a means through which
schools and students can celebrate World Mission Month in
October, and an important component of this celebration is a
liturgy or Mission Mass to reflect on the efforts of mission
partners around the world and pray for them and
the communities they serve.

Supporting a strong and successful start to school involves schools engaging with
high-quality transition practices for children and families.
Continuity of learning is crucial for optimising improved learning and wellbeing
outcomes for children. Building on children’s prior and current experiences helps
them to feel secure, confident and connected to familiar people, places, events and
understandings.
Welcome Djanaambi Chapman, Carter Jarrett-Biles and Tyra Welch

UPDATED COVID-19 School Safety Rules

Signs and symptoms of Threadworm

Until further notice our COVID-19 school safety
rules will remain in place.
 Families are to drop off and pick up
their children from the school gate.
 Thorough hand washing 20 seconds
with soap as well as using hand
sanitiser.
 Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.
 Using and correctly disposing of tissues.
 Adults Social distancing at all times and
wearing a mask is mandatory indoors.
 If you are unwell do not attend school,
seek medical advice and a COVID test.
 Students are to use their own drink
bottles.

Symptoms of threadworm infection may
include an itchy bottom, irritability and
behavioural changes, but most people have
no symptoms.
Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is
given to the infected person and each family
member at the same time. You can buy worm
treatment from
pharmacies,
without a
prescription. It is not necessary to treat
children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.
Prevention

Exclusion of people with worms from
childcare, preschool, school and work is
usually not necessary. If there are loose
bowel motions, exclusion should be for
24 hours after the diarrhoea has ceased.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should
be examined and treated if infested. Clothing
and bedding should be washed in hot water.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a
pink ring.



Make sure children wash their
hands after using the toilet and before
eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment
for infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily
for several days after treatment. Normal
hot water washing of clothes and bed
linen will kill threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up
with pus and become crusted; usually on the
face, hands or scalp.

Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has
begun.

Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores
should be covered with watertight dressings.

How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing

