Term 1 Week 6

Principal’s Message
Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,
Principal

Assistant Principal

Welcome to the last school newsletter for Term 1. It’s hard to believe one quarter of the year is
already over. It just goes to show that time really does fly when you are having fun or should that be
fun LEARNING here at St Mary’s!
It is lovely to finally see the sun shining after the big wet. Fortunately, our school community was
spared from any serious devastation. Thank you for all your prayers during this stressful time. Please
continue to pray for those who were victims of flooding.
Post school evacuation last Friday and during the closure there was a procedure that needed to be
clarified. The school will use the St Mary’s Facebook page as the primary line of communication to
keep the entire school community informed and up-to-date in the event of any future emergencies. If
you are unable to access Facebook please contact the Office so an alternative can be discussed.
The School Leadership Team ( Miss Nadine, Miss Maria and myself) met with a group of very
enthusiastic parents on Monday the 15/3/21. This was the start of a regular gathering for our school
Leadership Team and Parent Team to have a yarn. The purpose for coming together is TO DISCUSS
STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES AND TO PROMOTE ST MARY’S IN THE WIDER COMMUNITY. The next
gathering is scheduled for Monday 10/5/21 starting at 5.15pm. If you are a parent who is confident
about coming into the school for a chat could please bring along another parent who may need that
little extra encouragement and support. The more parents included the better!

Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

School Bus Expectations
Please contact the Office before 2.00 pm if there is a change to your child’s afternoon travel
arrangements. In an event of emergency or a sudden change in travel
arrangements please contact Uncle Dean on his mobile - 0484 870 574 (this is a new number). Thank
you in advance for your cooperation.
To ensure maximum safety on the School Bus there are four simple rules that must be adhered to at all
times. These are:
 No eating or drinking


Stay in your seat & wear a seatbelt



Quiet voices



Follow instructions from an adult

Please note, if a student is unsafe on the School Bus they will not be allowed to make use of this
service for an extended period of time. Safety is paramount at all times!

Easter Egg
Donations Please!!!!
Mega Easter Raffle
All sold tickets and monies must be returned to the Office no later than Tuesday 30/4/21. A huge
thank you to everyone who made donations - very much appreciated! Thanks!

Date Claimers
I think it would be fair to say that schools are incredibly busy places. Keeping up with
everything is nearly a full time job in itself. Luckily, the Date Claimers do make life a
little easier.

Date

Day

Event

28/03/21

Sunday

PALM SUNDAY

29/03/21

Monday

Deadly Cultural Learn Plan (DCLP) gatherings with invited families.
Please feel free to contact Miss Nadine for more information.

29/03/21

Monday

8.45 - 9.00 Palm Sunday Prayer - supported by Jaraan-biin.

29/03/21

Monday

11.00 - 11.15 Uncle Baz’s Commemoration Ceremony.

30/03/21

Tuesday

School Evacuation Drill

30/03/21

Tuesday

8.45 -9.00 Holy Thursday Prayer - supported by the Gumbaany-biin.

31/03/21

Wednesday

8.45 -9.15 Good Friday Prayer - supported by the Dunggiirr-biin
The Resurrection Prayer - supported by the Yugiirr-biin

31/03/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Whole School attending.

31/03/21

Wednesday

Easter Hat Parade - now an optional in-class event.
2.30 - 2.50 Mega Easter Raffle Draw

31/03/21

Wednesday

LAST DAY TERM 1 - STUDENTS

01/04/21

Thursday

HOLY THURSDAY - Staff Development Day

01/04/21

Thursday

LAST DAY TERM 1 - STAFF

19/04/21

Monday

FIRST DAY TERM 2 - STAFF

20/04/21

Tuesday

FIRST DAY TERM 2 - STUDENTS

21/04/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church
Everyone is welcome to attend.

23/04/21

Friday

8.45 - 9.15 Whole school ANZAC Day prayer.

25/04/21

Sunday

ANZAC Day

26/4/21 to
30/4/21

Monday to
Friday

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
“Faith In Our Future” - more details to come.

28/04/21

Wednesday

10.00 -10.30 Parish Mass - Corpus Christi Church
Everyone is welcome to attend.

03/05/21

Monday

Stage 2 - Years 3 & 4 Excursion to Timbertown, Wauchope.
PERMISSION NOTE NEEDED

05/05/21

Wednesday

PUPIL FREE DAY - no school for students.
Staff Retreat Day - Proclaim Lismore.

10/05/21

Monday

5.15 - 6.15 School Parent Team Meeting - children are able to come along as well with their
parents.

MASS TIMES
Saturdays:
6pm Vigil – Nambucca (1st to 4th Sundays)

Best Wishes

6pm Vigil - Macksville (5th Sunday only)

For Students and Staff Celebrating

(5pm during winter)

Birthdays in April

Sundays:

2nd Charlotte Skelton

8am - Macksville (1st to 4th Sundays)

7th Taj Etherden

8am - Nambucca (5th Sunday only)

11th Scarlett Brown

9.30am - Bowraville (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of month)

10.00am - Taylor’s Arm (2nd and 4th Sundays of

18th Cassandra Stadhams

month)

17th Mrs Maria Miles

Wednesday:

19th Aunty Clarice Greenup

9.30am - Bowraville

20th Uncle Mark Smith
25th Miss Samantha Kennedy

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity – a day of cultural respect
for everyone who calls Australia home. Held every year in March, Harmony
Day coincides with the United Nations International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination.

National Close the Gap Day (NCTGD) is a national day of action to pledge
support for achieving Indigenous health equality by 2030. Over 250,000 people
have participated in National Close the Gap Day events right across the
country.

Our 2021 Art Project has commenced!
This exciting project will see our students working with a number of Local
Artists, facilitated by the wonderful Nelli Gallop!
Keep your eyes on our blue wall as this wonderful mural takes shape.

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

COVID-19 School Safety Rules


Families are to drop off and pick up their children from the COLA.



Thorough hand washing 20 seconds with soap as well as using hand sanitiser.



Coughing & sneezing into your elbow.



Using and correctly disposing of tissues.



Adults Social distancing at all times - in staffroom, classrooms, COLA, playground, etc



If you are unwell do not attend school and seek medical advice.



Students are to use drink bottles.
Warning - All Adults Entering The School !

All adults entering the school apart from staff and parents dropping off and picking up must
immediately report to the Office. Adults will have their temperature taken by George, asked to sign a
COVID-19 declaration as well as sanitising their hands. Permission from the Principal must be given
before leaving the Office. Thank you for your cooperation to ensure these procedures are strictly
adhered to.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.
Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of
the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.
How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should be
examined and treated if infested. Clothing and bedding

Signs and symptoms of
Threadworm
Symptoms of threadworm infection may include an
itchy bottom, irritability and behavioural changes, but
most people have no symptoms.

Treatment
A single dose therapy is usually effective and is given
to the infected person and each family member at the
same time. You can buy worm treatment from
pharmacies, without a prescription. It is not necessary
to treat children on a regular basis, just in case they
have worms.

Prevention

should be washed in hot water.



Exclusion of people with worms from childcare,
preschool, school and work is usually not
necessary. If there are loose bowel motions,
exclusion should be for 24 hours after the
diarrhoea has ceased.



Make sure children wash their hands after
using the toilet and before eating.



Parents should seek medical treatment for
infected children.



Change bed linen and underwear daily for
several days after treatment. Normal hot water
washing of clothes and bed linen will kill
threadworm eggs.



Clean toilet seats and potties regularly.



Keep children’s fingernails short.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).
Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a pink ring.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has begun.
How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.
Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up with pus
and become crusted; usually on the face, hands or scalp.
Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores should be
covered with watertight dressings.
How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

