Term 3 Week 9

Principal’s Message
Giinagay Families, Elders and Friends,
It is hard to believe that three quarters of the year has already past. Believe it or not, the next
big thing on the horizon will be preparations for Christmas. Term 3 has been full of many
wonderful learning experiences for all of our students. Some of these have been recorded in
previous newsletters and captured on Facebook. If you have a free moment please take the
opportunity to revisit these events.
I am always in awe of the extra effort and lengths the staff and wider school community make
to ensure every student reaches their fullest potential as a learner. If you have contributed to
the school in some way this term please accept my sincerest thank you.
Please continue to hold Miss Jane in your prayers and thoughts. Sadly, Miss Jane’s mother
passed away a few weeks ago. I would also ask that as a school community we hold the
families of the three murdered Bowraville children in our prayers and thoughts as they fight for
justice and closure. It has been and continues to be a painful journey for these families and
the Bowraville community.
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a safe and enjoyable Spring vacation.
Yours in Faith,
Warren Niethe
Principal

Staffing Update
Miss Leanne will be away for the remainder of the term. Mrs Donna Byrt will be teaching Stage
1 next week. I am pleased to announce that Ms Amanda Howle will be joining our staff next
term. Amanda grew up in Bowraville and attended St Mary’s and is very excited about
returning to a familiar place. She will continue to hold her current position with the Catholic
Schools Office role as School Evangelisation Officer as well as providing leadership and
administrative support three days a week at St Mary’s. Amanda will be working Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Please feel free to drop in to say hello or renew old
acquaintances.

Whole School Community Breakfast in on next Friday!
I would strongly encourage the whole school community to support this event. It is a wonderful
opportunity for us to gather together to celebrate the progress made by each students. All
students will be presented a “Two Stars & A Wish” certificate. We will also as a school
community pray the Rosary in support of the International Day of the Rosary.

Paying It Forward
A huge thank you to those few families and staff members who remembered our NRL or
sporting team fundraiser on Tuesday. In fact, we will be holding this same fundraising event
next Tuesday so more students can have the fun of dressing in their favourite NRL team or
sporting team colours for a gold coin donation. The students will be joining in our annual
Socktober fundraiser after the holidays. So start getting your crazy sock ideas ready. All
money raised from these two events will be donated to Catholic Missions. It is inspirational to
witness our students putting our Catholic faith tradition into action. St Mary’s is often the
recipient of other school’s generosity, so it’s deeply rewarding to be “paying it forward” to
others in need.

School Fees Statements
Our small school is very dependent on the collection of School Fees to ensure the overall
operation and maintenance of the school. The provision of high quality educational outcomes
for all our students comes at ever increasing financial costs. Your contribution in covering
these financial costs is a necessity and greatly valued. Next Friday a summary of your School
Fee payments for the year to date will be posted out. This summary should assist in seeing
how you are tracking and flag if any adjustments are needed. George is always available to
assist any families with adjusting their Centrepay deductions online here at school.

Updated Contacted Details Needed
There are times when a family needs to be contacted throughout the day in relation to their
child. Unfortunately, for a number of reasons it has been difficult to contact some families. This
can be quite distressing for the child, especially if is an emergency. Please contact George to
make sure the Office has your correct contact details on record as well as your postal address.
(If for some reason your family is unable to be contacted please notify me so other
arrangements can be made.)

School Bus - Morning Run
If you wish to change the usual collection place from your residential address please contact
Uncle Dean well in advance. His contact number is 0487 713 539. Please note, Uncle Dean
needs to adhere to the School Bus timetable so that students arrive at school in time for
morning Assembly and are ready for learning. Uncle Dean will not be driving from one address
to another trying to locate students.

Behaviour Expectations
There is no place here at St Mary’s for verbal and physical behaviour that is inappropriate,
especially when it is intentionally directed towards other people. If this occurs your family will
be immediately contacted to collect your child from school. A re-entry to school meeting with
the Principal will then follow.

Kincoppal, Rose Bay Vacation Care Program
All permission notes should have been received today for your child/children to participate in
this vacation care program. However, late permission notes can be given to George early next
week. Please note, that this vacation care program is only open to those children who are
currently enrolled at St Mary’s.

I think it would be fair to say that school’s are incredibly busy places. Keeping
up with everything is nearly a full time job in itself. Luckily, the Date Claimers
do make life a little easier. Please note, there are some changes to previously
advertised events in the last School Newsletter as well as a number of new
events.

Date

Day

Event

24/09/18

Monday

Uncle Baz’s Memorial Fishing Competition - stages 2 & 3

25/09/18

Tuesday

Mini Vinnies fundraiser - for a gold coin donation staff and students can come to
school dressed in their favourite sporting teams’ colours e.g, the Brisbane Broncos

26/09//18

Wednesday

9:00 am - 10:15 am St Mary’s Little Learners - is a weekly transition for
pre-schoolers commencing school in 2019

28/09/18

Friday

7:45 am Whole school community breakfast. Followed for a special Assembly
where each student will be presented a 2 Stars & a Wish certificate. Please come
along to help celebrate our students’ learning achievements

28/09/18

Friday

Whole school community praying the Rosary after Assembly. Everyone is warmly
welcome to join us in prayer.

28/09/18

Friday

Last Day Term 3 - staff and students

01/10/18 to
04/10/18

Monday to
Thursday

Kincoppal, Rose Bay vacation care program for current students enrolled at St
Mary’s. A signed permission note is needed to participate

15/10/18

Monday

First Day Term 4 - Staff Professional Learning Day - Writing

16/10/18

Tuesday

First Day Term 4 - STUDENTS

The Macksville Marlins Swimming Club are holding their Registration Night for the 2018-2019 season
on Wednesday 17th October. We are pleased to be offering the Optus Junior Dolphins Program, this
enables swimmers aged 5-7 years free membership to our club. I have attached some information
regarding the evening and hope that you would be able to advertise it in your school’s newsletter. (if
possible could you advertise before school holidays and the week straight after school holidays).
Please let me know if your require more information or have trouble opening attachment.

Best Wishes
For Students and Staff Celebrating
MASS TIMES
Saturdays:
6pm Vigil – Nambucca (1st to 4th Sundays)
6pm Vigil - Macksville (5th Sunday only)
(5pm during winter)
Sundays:
8am - Macksville (1st to 4th Sundays)
8am - Nambucca (5th Sunday only)
9.30am - Bowraville (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of month)
10.00am - Taylor’s Arm (2nd and 4th Sundays of month)
Wednesday:
9.30am - Bowraville

Birthdays in September
25th Makayla Etherden
25th Kaden Steinhardt
Birthdays in October
8th Zayde Jarrett
14th Derek Duckett - Jarrett

29th Kyarnah Flanders
30th Khareel Stokes
8th Mrs Dallis Welsh
13th Mr Warren Niethe

At Bowraville Central School there was a circus with a hula hoop lady and she asked people to go up and help her
with some activities. Everyone liked the last bit where she lit the hula hoops up.
By Alisha Taylor.
My opinion is that the math circus is really cool, the tricks were really cool and I liked the questions the lady had
asked us. The students the lady asked to go up on stage were really good actors.
By Tyallan Duckett.

Please see our Face/Book page for more photos.

Kindergarten have been enjoying a range of hands on math activities. This is a
very small snippet of some of the great activities that we have been doing.

Head Lice
Time from infestation to eggs hatching
Usually 7 to 10 days.

Symptoms
Itchy scalp, white specks stuck near the base of the hairs; lice may be found on the scalp.

Do I need to keep my child home?
No, as long as head lice management is ongoing.

How can I prevent spread?
Family, friends and classroom contacts should be examined and treated if infested. Clothing and bedding should be
washed in hot water.

Ringworm
Time from exposure to till illness
Varies (may be several days).

Symptoms
Small scaly patch on the skin surrounded by a pink ring.

Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until the day after fungal treatment has begun.

How can I help prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

Impetigo (School Sores)
Time from exposure to illness
1 to 3 days.

Symptoms
Small red spots change into blisters that fill up with pus and become crusted; usually on the face, hands or scalp.

Do I need to keep my child home?
Yes, until antibiotic treatment starts. Sores should be covered with watertight dressings.

How can I prevent spread?
Careful hand washing.

